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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
CORPS OF ENGINEERS, ROCK ISLAND DISTRICT 

PO BOX 2004 CLOCK TOWER BUILDING 
ROCK ISLAND, ILLINOIS  61204-2004 

August 23, 2021 

Regional Planning and Environmental 
 Division North (RPEDN): 

SEE DISTRIBUTION LIST 

 The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Rock Island District (District), is proposing 
emergency streambank protection on the right descending bank of the Upper 
Mississippi River between river miles 577.7 and 578.4. The proposed project (Project) is 
located on the southern edge of the City of Dubuque (City), Dubuque County, Iowa. 
The Project area includes the entire shoreline riverward of the Dubuque levee and 
terminates just north of the parking lot at the end of Julien Dubuque Drive (Enclosure 
1). The District proposes bank stabilization to protect and prevent damages to the 
forced sewer main and shoreline (caused by erosion) (Enclosure 2). The Pacific 
Canadian Railroad owns the land, with easements to the City. The District would 
complete the Project under the authority of the 1946 Flood Control Act, Section 14 
(Public Law 79-526). 

 Extended periods of high water with wind and wave action on the Mississippi River 
caused erosion along the right descending bank of the River. Despite adding riprap as 
a countermeasure, these events caused severe scour in multiple locations, exposing 
the forced sewer main. The original forced sewer main design included a minimum of 
24” of riprap protection. Erosion has exposed many areas along the forced sewer main. 
The forced sewer main transports 80% of the City’s wastewater downstream to the 
wastewater treatment facility. Due to the uncertainty and increased frequency of high-
water events on the Mississippi River, the City is concerned erosion will accelerate. If 
left untreated, the forced sewer main could sustain damages resulting in the main 
going offline or large amounts of wastewater discharged into the River. 

 In addition to the No Action Alternative, the District considered several action 
alternatives. The initial array of measures included sheet pile armoring, riprap 
revetment, articulated concrete matting, willow revetment, and relocation of the forced 
sewer main. The District selected riprap revetment as the Tentatively Select Plan. The 
proposed bank stabilization design would impact approximately 3,000 feet of shoreline. 
The District anticipates the many impacts associated with construction would be minor 
and temporary. Approximately 20 to 30 trees with a diameter at breast height of 10” or 
more, several saplings, brush, and fallen trees would need to be removed for 
construction of the proposed streambank stabilization (Enclosure 3).  

 The District carefully reviewed the Fish and Wildlife Service’s (FWS) Information for 
Planning and Consultation (IPaC) website for a list of species and critical habitat that 
“may be present” within the Project area (Consultation Code 03E18000-2021-SLI-2004) 
There are 10 federally-listed endangered and threatened species known to occur or 
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DISTRIBUTION LIST 

Mr. Kraig McPeek, Field Supervisor 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
1511 47th Avenue 
Moline, IL 61265 

Ms. Sara Schmuecker 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
1511 47th Avenue 
Moline, IL 61265 

Mr. Kenneth Westlake 
Deputy Director,  
    Office of Multimedia Programs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
    Region 5 
77 West Jackson Boulevard 
Chicago, IL 60604 

Ms. Melissa Blankenship 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
   Region 5 
77 West Jackson Boulevard 
Chicago, IL 60604 

Mr. Seth Draper 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
   Region 7 
11201 Renner Blvd. 
Lenexa, KS 66219 

Ms. Kayla Lyon, Director 
Iowa Department of Natural Resources 
Wallace State Office Building 
502 East 9th Street, 4th floor 
Des Moines, IA 50319-0034 

Kirk Hansen 
Iowa Department of Natural Resources 
24143 Hwy 52 
Bellevue, IA 52031 

Ms. Rebekah Anderson 
1 Natural Resources Way 
Springfield, IL 62702 

Christine Schwake 
Iowa Department of Natural Resources 
Wallace Building 
502 East 9th St 
Des Moines, IA 50319 

Colleen Callahan, Director 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources 
1 Natural Resources Way 
Springfield, IL 62702 

Loren Wobig 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources 
1 Natural Resources Way 
Springfield, IL 62702 

Mr. Darren Gove 
Illinois Environmental Protection Agency 
Franklin Creek State Natural Area 
1872 Twist Rd 
Franklin Grove, IL 61031 

Ms. Rebekah Anderson 
1 Natural Resources Way 
Springfield, IL 62702 

Mr. Brad Hayes 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources 
Office of Realty &  
     Environmental Planning 
1 Natural Resources Way 
Springfield, IL 62702 

Mr. Scott Gritters 
Iowa Department of Natural Recourses 
24143 Hwy. 52 
Bellevue, IA 52031 

Mr. Seth Moore 
Iowa Department of Natural Resources 
Wallace State Office Building 
502 East 9th Street 
Des Moines IA, 50319 
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Ted Petersen 
Iowa Department of Natural Resources 
Wallace State Office Building 
502 East 9th Street 
Des Moines IA, 50319 

Tom Atkinson 
Iowa Department of Natural Resources 
Wallace State Office Building 
502 East 9th Street 
Des Moines IA, 50319 

Joe Summerlin 
NEPA Reviewer 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
     Region 8 
11201 Renner Blvd 
Lenexa, KS 66219 

Josh Tapp 
Deputy Division Director of ENST 
US Environmental Protection Agency – 
      Region 7 
11201 Renner Blvd 
Lenexa KS 66219 

Steve Sampson Brown 
Engineering, Project Manager 
City of Dubuque 
50 W 13th Street 
Dubuque, IA 52001 

Deron Muehring 
Engineering, Civil Engineer II 
City of Dubuque 
50 W 13th Street 
Dubuque, IA 52001 











July 28, 2021

United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Illinois-Iowa Ecological Services Field Office
Illinois & Iowa Ecological Services Field Office

1511 47th Ave
Moline, IL 61265-7022

Phone: (309) 757-5800 Fax: (309) 757-5807

In Reply Refer To: 
Consultation Code: 03E18000-2021-SLI-2004 
Event Code: 03E18000-2021-E-05034  
Project Name: Continuing Authorities Program Section 14: Dubuque Forced Sewer Main

Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project 
location or may be affected by your proposed project

To Whom It May Concern:

The attached species list identifies any federally threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate 
species that may occur within the boundary of your proposed project or may be affected by your 
proposed project.  The list also includes designated critical habitat if present within your 
proposed project area or affected by your project.  This list is provided to you as the initial step 
of the consultation process required under section 7(c) of the Endangered Species Act, also 
referred to as Section 7 Consultation.

Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 requires that actions authorized, funded, or 
carried out by Federal agencies not jeopardize federally threatened or endangered species or 
adversely modify designated critical habitat.  To fulfill this mandate, Federal agencies (or their 
designated non-federal representative) must consult with the Service if they determine their 
project “may affect” listed species or critical habitat. 

Under 50 CFR 402.12(e) (the regulations that implement Section 7 of the Endangered Species 
Act) the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can be 
completed formally or informally.   You may verify the list by visiting the ECOS-IPaC website 
http://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/ at regular intervals during project planning and implementation and 
completing the same process you used to receive the attached list.  As an alternative, you may 
contact this Ecological Services Field Office for updates.

Please use the species list provided and visit the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Region 3 
Section 7 Technical Assistance website at - http://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/section7/ 
s7process/index.html.  This website contains step-by-step instructions which will help you 
determine if your project will have an adverse effect on listed species and will help lead you 
through the Section 7 process. 

Enclosure 5
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▪
▪
▪

For all wind energy projects, please contact this field office directly for assistance, even if no 
federally listed plants, animals or critical habitat are present within your proposed project or may 
be affected by your proposed project.

Although no longer protected under the Endangered Species Act, be aware that bald eagles are 
protected under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 668 et seq.) and Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act (16 U.S.C. 703 et seq), as are golden eagles.  Projects affecting these species 
may require measures to avoid harming eagles or may require a permit.  If your project is near an 
eagle nest or winter roost area, see our Eagle Permits website at http://www.fws.gov/midwest/ 
midwestbird/EaglePermits/index.html to help you determine if you can avoid impacting eagles or 
if a permit may be necessary.

We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species.  Please include the 
Consultation Tracking Number in the header of this letter with any request for consultation or 
correspondence about your project that you submit to our office.

Attachment(s):

Official Species List
USFWS National Wildlife Refuges and Fish Hatcheries
Wetlands

Enclosure 5
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Official Species List
This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the 
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether 
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed 
action".

This species list is provided by:

Illinois-Iowa Ecological Services Field Office
Illinois & Iowa Ecological Services Field Office
1511 47th Ave
Moline, IL 61265-7022
(309) 757-5800

Enclosure 5
















